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Is there a place for
corticosteroids in the therapy
of infective endocarditis?
Report of a case and review
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Abstract

Infective endocarditis (IE) is a lethal infection even in the era of antibiotic therapy
and cardiovascular surgery.' The clinical course of IE varies from an uncomplicated
infection with minor valve damage to a fulminant life-threatening condition.! Although
immunological phenomena are present in |IE there is no clinical evidence on the
use of immunomodulatory therapies. Is immunomodulation beneficial or harmful
in IE? We present a case of a successful outcome of a patient with IE to whom
corticosteroids were given along with antimicrobial treatment.
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AOIMQAHZ ENAOKAPAITIAA

EmpéAeia: AwpoOéa ToekoUpa

Aoipwdng evdokapdimda (AE) sivar pia
Bavatn@opa AoipwEn akdun kar otnv

€noxng Tng avtifloTikAG Bepaneiag

Kal TNG KapPdIayYEIOKAG XEIPOUPYIKAG.! H KAIVIKN
€lkOva Tng AE noikilNel and pia anAi Aocipwén
ME MpIKPN BAABN Tng BaABidag €wg pia aipvidia
kar aneiAnTikA yia Tn {wn kartdotacn. Av Kai Ta
avocooloyikd @aivopeva npoindpxouv otn AE,
Oev UNAPXOUV KAIVIKG OTOIXEIO OXETIKA ME TN
XPNon avoooTpononoiNTikwy  Bgpaneiwv. Eivar n
avocoTpononoinon weeAIun N emBAaBng otn AE;
Mapoucidloupe pia nepinTwon enituxoug €KBaocng
€vOg aoBevouq pe AE otov onoio €ixav xopnynOei
KOPTIKOOTEPOEION padi Ye avTiyikpoBiakn Bepaneia.
Ava@opd nepINTWoewg: Avtpag nAIkiag 42 eTwv
dlayvwoTnke pe AE and Enterococcus faecalis oup-
owva pe Ta kpinpia DUKE.2 O acBevng €ixe uno-
BAnBei oe enéuBaon Tunou Bentall npiv and Tpia
xpovia Aoyw o&€og diaxwpiopou TNG aopTng AOyw
ouvdpouou Marfan. H nxwkapdioypa@ikn PeAETN
avixveuoe pia pikpn napaBaipidikn dilapuyn Tng
NPOCOETIKNG aoPTIKNG BaABidag padi pe pia oner-
po€Idn aopTikN eKBAdoTnon 11 mm nou npogninTe
oTnv apIoTEPN KolAia (Zxnua 1). H cuoToAikn nieon
oTnv NVEUPOVIKN apTnpia ntav 15 mmHg kai 10 KAG-
oua €&wbnong Tng apioTepNg kolhiag ntav 60%.
Avoooloyikeg emnAoKEG Tng AE nTav napouoceg. O
acbevng ENafe apmikiAAivn (12gr / 24h) oe cuvdua-
ouo pe yevrapikivn 1 mg / kg / 24 wpeg. Mia apxi-
KA YEPIKN UPECN TOU NUPETOU ENITEUXONKE, GAAG O
NUPETOG unoTponiace Tnv 4n nuépa Tng Bgpaneiag
(89°C). Tautdxpova o acBevig avénTuEe NopPUPO
€€AvOnua xwpig 6x00 N deppaTikn anoKOAANCN NOU
NPEOXWPENGCE anod ToV KOPPO kal To Bwpaka Npog 1a
dKpa. 10 NEPIPEPIKO aipya BPEONKE nwaoIvoPIAia
(14% nwoivoeIAa) kal EAaPPWG augnuéva NNaTika
€vlupa evw Oev BPEONKAV KATAKEPUATIOUEVA EPU-
OpokuTtTapa otnv avdiucn oupwv. O KAANIEPYEIEG
aiuaTog eKeivn TN XPOVIKN OTIYUN NTav OTEIPEG Kal
kavéva veo onpeio N cupnTwpa cupBatd pe AE dev
BpEBnKe. NOyw TnG TaXEIQG EUPAVIONG KAl ENEKTA-
ong TG OEPUATIKAG avTidpaong, TNG coBapdTnTag
TNG KAIVIKNG €UPAVIONG KAl TNG CUUPETOXAG MOA-
AanAwv opydvwv d60nke npedvi(oAdvn oe ddon 1
mg / kg / nu€pa. H apo&IKiINivn avTikarataoTdonke
ano linezolid €&airiag Tng mBavAaTNTag aMepyiag
OTIG B-AakTAPEG. Me Tn xoprnynon KOPTIKOGTEPO-

€10WV Ol OEPUATIKEG AANNOIWCEIC UPEBNCAV EVTOG
OEKAMNEVTE NUEPWV APNVOVTAG MIA Nnia unepol-
éyepon TOU O€puaTtog. H npedviCoAdovn SieKOMNN
MeTd 30 nuépeg pe otadlakn peiwon Tng d6oNg.
Tnv 15n npé€pa n linezolid avrikataotdBnke and Tn
Bavkouukivn Aoyw @aivOUEVOU PJUEAOKATACTOANG.
O aoBevng ohokAnpwoe Tn Bgpaneia 6 Boouddwv
avTIYIKPORIAKNG aywyng Kal eEANBE ag KAAN KAIVIKN
katdoTtaon. Agv unnp&av emnAokES and Tn xpnon
KOPTIKOOTEPOEIOWYV. H nxwkapdioypadikh e&ETaon
npiv Tnv €§000 Oev anoKAAUYEe eKPAACTACEIG, NG
MOvVO pia pikpn napaBaiBidikn dlapuyn xwpig ave-
napkeia 1ng BaABidag (Zxnua 2). H 32 unvwv napa-
KoAouBnaon dev €6¢e1&e unotponn AE h onoladnnote
AAAN KapdIakn avwpuaAia.

Tulnathon

Agv undpxouv enionueg KaTeubuvtNPIEG odNnyieg
yla Th XO0pAynon KOPTIKOCTEPOEIOWV OE ACOEVEIQ
ME AE, aAAd uovo onopadiKEG avapopPES E ENITUXN
ékBaon Twv acBevwv pe AE unod Begpaneia pe kop-
TIKOOTEPOEION. H peBuA-npedviCoAdvn (0,5 g nuepn-
oiwg yia 3 nuépeg akohouBoupevn anod 30, 20 kai
10 mg yia Tig enOpeveg 3 NPEPEG) OUVOBEUTNKE and
opaAonoincon Twv JEIKTWV PAEYUOVAG GToV 0p0 Kal
anokaTtdoTacn TNG VEQPIKAG aveNApKEIag o€ Evav
aoBevn pe AE kai oneipapatovedpitda.’ Enimuxng
xopnynon npedvi¢ovng (60-80mg nuepnaing) on-
MeEIWONKe o€ 3 aobeveig ye avoconoinTikAg BAong
VEQPIKN avendpkeia* kal o€ 2 acBeveiq e ocuvdpo-
po Austrian.® O kolvdg napovouaoTng oe OAeg ol
NEPINTWOEIG ATAV N YIKPORIOAOYIKA Bepaneia kai n
enmTuxng €kBaon Tng AE. Qg €k TouTou, €ival mbéa-
VO OTI TO KOPTIKOOTEPOEIDN ENNPEACOUV TNV KAIVIKN
nopeia tng AE, aA\d nwg; H Baktnpiakn npookoA-
Anon oTa evepyonoinuéva evooBnAlakd KUTTapa
OlEYEiIPEl PJOVOKUTTAPA YIa MAapaywyn Kutokivng
nou opolddel pe Tnv IL-6 kar npoOpoufwTiKwY na-
payovTwy, oxnuaTi¢ovtag 1ol TNV eKBAAOTNON OTO
evdokdpdio.t® Ta KoPTIKOOTEPOEIDN pubuilouv TNV
napaywyn KUTTAPOKIVWV HE TNV avaoTOAA Twv Na-
PAYOVTWV PETAYPAPNG, ONWwG TOU NUPNVIKOU napd-
yovta KB (NFKB) kai Tnv evepyonoingévn npwreivn
1, Twv YAQVOIVV KAl TNG ANONTWOEWG TWV AEUPO-
KUTTApwV.” X éva NeEIPAPaTiKG POVTEAO AVOEKTI-
KWV oTn PeBUOIAAivn oTauAdkokkwy [Methicillin-
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AOCIMQAH2. ENAOKAPAITIAA

Resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA)], o cuv-
OUACPOG BAVKOUUKIVNG KAl KOPTIKOPTEPOEIOWV CU-
OXETIOTNKE PE AIYOTEPO COPRAPEG 10TONABOAOYIKEG
BAABeg BaABidwv oe ouykpion pe Tn Bgpaneia ye
Bavkopukivn pévo. e guaicbnto oTn PEBIKIANIVN
Staphylococcus aureus (MSSA) IE, n npocbnkn
oeEapebaldovng otnv avTigikpoBlakn Bgpaneia on-
peiwoe onpavTikh peiwon Tou TNF- a oe enineda
OUYKPITIKA JE TNV opdda eléyxou.® H nxwkapdio-
YPAPIKA Kal N 10TOAOYIKN €E€Taon €0€IEE LIKPOTE-
pn BAGBRN otn BaABida Kal NeEPIOPICHEVN KAPOIAKN
OUCAEITOUpYia oTn cuvduacuévN opdda akoun Kal
META Tn dlakonn Tng Bgpaneiag, nou anodéOnke
oTnv avacToAn TNG ouvBeong KOANayovou e O€-
Eapebaldvn.® Ze éva NnaAaIdTEPO OVTENO OTPEMTO-
KOKKIKNG AE nou ennpéade tnv TpiyAwxiva BaABida,
n de&apeBaldvn gunddice Tn PAGRN Tng BaABidag.”®
H Ovnoiudétnta dev eNNPEACTNKE PE TNV NMPOCONKN
0e€EapeBaldvng o€ AUTEG TIG NEIPAUATIKEG UEAETEG.

2upnepacpaTikd, kabwg 6ev undpxouv dIab€al-
MEG TUXAIOMOINPEVEG KAIVIKEG UENETEG OXETIKA UE
TO POAO TWV KOPTIKOOTEPOEIdWV otn AE, oI nAnpo-
Popieg NpogpxovTtal and NEIPAUATIKEG JEAETEG Kal
MEMOVWUEVEG NEPINTWOEIG. KaAd oxedlaouéveG No-
AUKEVTPIKEG DIEBVEIG KAIVIKEG UEAETEG €ival anapai-
TNTEG yIa TNV a§loAdynon TNG XPNong TwV KOPTIKO-
otepoeldwv otn AE. Autd To ZnTNa €ival cnyavTiko
ONUEPA KABWG BPIOKOPACTE OTNV EMOXN TWV VEWV
€KONAWOEWV TNG VOoou, onwg n AE gpgurteloipwv
KapdIAKWV CUCKEU®V.!

H xeipoupyikn Bgpaneia Tng AE €ival anapaitn-
TN oTNV NAEIOYPNQIa TwV NEPINTWOEWY, KABWG BEATI-
wvel Tnv eniBiwon.’? Meavdy, Ta KOPTIKOOTEPOEION
o€ KaAd KaBopiouéveg ddoelg Oa pnopoucav va
€VIOXUOOUV TO €UVOIKO anOTEAECHUA TwWV AcBEVWV
nou xeipoupyouvtai yia AE.

BiBAloypagia

1. Moreillon P, Que YA. Infective endocarditis. Lancet.
2004;363: 139e419.

2. Durack DT, Lukes AS, Bright DK. The Duke
endocarditis service. New criteria for diagnosis
of infective endocarditis: utilization of specific
echocardiographic findings. Am J Med. 1994;96:
2000e2009.

3. Koya D, Shibuya K, Kikkawa R, et al. Successful
recovery of infective endocarditis-induced rapidly
progressive glomerulonephritis by steroid therapy
combined with antibiotics: a case report. BMC
Nephrology. 2004;5:18. http://dx.doi.org/10.
1186/1471-2369-5-18.

4. Le Moing V, Lacassin F, Delahousse M, et al. Use
of corticosteroids in glomerulonephritis related to
infective endocarditis: three cases and review. Clin

58 f/ EAAHNIKH KAPAIOAOTIKH EMIGEQPHZH o ECE

10.

1.

12.

Infect Dis. 1999;28: 1057e1061.

Cheyron D’y, Lesage A, Le Page O, et al.
Corticosteroids as adjunctive treatment in Austrian’s
syndrome (pneumococcal endocarditis, meningitis
and pneumonia): reports of two cases and review of
the literature. J Clin Pathol. 2003;56:879e881.
Siaperas P, Pefanis A, lliopoulos D, et al. Evidence of
less severe aortic valve destruction after treatment
of experimental Staphylococcal endocarditis with
vancomycin and dexamethasone. Antimicrob Agent
Chemother. 2001;45:3531e3537.

Skiadasl, PefanisA, PapaloisA,etal. Dexamethasone
as adjuvant therapy to moxifloxacin attenuates valve
destruction in experimental aortic valve endocarditis
due to Staphylococcus aureus. Antimicrob Agents
Chemother. 2007;51: 2848e2854.

Veltrop M, Bancsi F, Bertina M, et al. Role of
monocytes in experimental Staphylococcus aureus
endocarditis. Infect Immun. 2000;68:4818e4821.
Tuckermann JP, Kleiman A, McPherson KC, et al.
Molecular mechanisms of glucocorticoids in the
control of inflammation and lymphocyte apoptosis.
Critical Reviews in Clinical Laboratory Sciences.
2005;42:71e104.

Francioli PB, Freedman LR. Streptococcal infection
of endocardial and other intravascular vegetations in
rabbits: natural history and effect of dexamethasone.
Infect Immun. 1979;24: 483e491.

Sideris S, Kasiakogias A, Pirounaki M, et al.
Transvenous extraction of cardiac rhythm device
leads: a report of the experience from a single

referral centre in Greece. Hellenic J Cardiol.
2015;56:55e60.
Spiliopoulos K, Giamouzis G, Haschemi A, et al.

Surgical management of infective endocarditis:
early and long-term mortality analysis. single-center
experience and brief literature review. Hellenic J
Cardiol. 2014;55:462e467.



