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KOAMIKN pappapuyn (KM) anoTeAei Tn ouxvoTepn epE-
vouoa appuBuia kal oxeTideTal e au§nuévn voonpdtnTa
Kal BvnTtoéTNTa, EMNIPEPOVTAG ONUAVTIKA gniBdpuvon ota
ouoThuaTa uyeiag naykoopiwg.! O1 acBeveiq pe KM diatpéxouv
nepinou nevranAdolo kivouvo yia ekdNAwonN IoxaipikoU ayyeiakou
eyKePaNkoU eneicodiou (AEE), evw Ta AEE nou oxetidovtal e KM
€XOUV QPTWXOTEPN NPOYVWON OE OXECN YE AUTA Nou Npokaiouvtal
and dM\eg armieg.? Eivar onpavtikd 611, oto 25% nepinou Twv AEE
Oev aveupiokeTal kanola aitia (kpuntoyevn AEE), evw nocooTtd and
auTd, TouAdxioTov, gival niBavov va oxeti¢ovtal Ye Tnv Unapén KM.2

MapdT n KM xapakTnpidetal and cuuntwuaTta 6nwg 1o aiodnua
noAuwyv, n duonvola, To BwpPakikd AAyog, Kal n eUKOAN KONwaon,
€vTOUTOIG, TO KAIVIKO NPOo@iA TNG appuBpiag noikiAAel. Ta eneicddia
TNG appuBpiag ynopei va eival cupgnTwPaTikd n va Eekivouv acu-
MNTWHATIKA Kal va yivovTal cupnTwuaTikd otn nopeia n kai va givai
NANPWGS acuPnTwUaTkA.® MdAioTa, To KAIVIKO NPOo®iA Twv ENEICodi-
WV Pnopei va napouciddel nyepnola n/kal enoxiakn diakuuavon.®
EnminAéov, n acupntwpaTiki KM gival cuxvh akopa kal o€ acBeveiq
nou napouciddouv cupnTwUaTikG eNeIcodia TNG appubpiag,?® evw
MENETEG €xouv Oc€i&el OTI TO ACUPNTWUATIKG €NEICODIA EKONAWVO-
vTal Y€ NOAU peEYaAUTEPN cUXVOTNTA and OTI T CUUNTWUATIKA.?

Eival onpavtiké 10 yeyovog OTI N acuunTwuaTikn appuBpia
OXETICETAI UE NAPOPOIO PE TN CUMUNTWHATIKN BpOoUBOEUPBOAIKS Kiv-
duvo yia Tov acBevn.* Eival evdeikTikG 6T, oTn peAétn CRYSTAL
AF, otoug aoBeveiq pe kpuntoyevn AEE, xwpig diayvwouévn KM
oT0 NApeNBV, nou ENaav ePPUTEUCIUEG CUCKEUEG IAKPOXPOVIAG
Kataypaeng Tou kapdiakou pubuou, n enintwon Tng KM ATtav €wg
30% oToug 36 unveg napakoAoubnong.?

EvOexopévweg, AV O OUYKEKPIPEVEG OPAdEG acBevwy unnp-
XE N duvaTtdTNTa PAKPOXPOVIAG NapakoAoubnong Tou KapdiakoU
puBuou npiv Tnv gupadvion AEE, opiouyéva and ta TeAeutaia va
€ixav NpoAn@Bei. MoAovoTI N CUVEXNG PAKPOXPOVIA NAapAKOAoU-
Bnon Tou kKapdiakoU puBpou Oev gival EPIKTA OTO YEVIKO NANOU-
ouo, Ynopei va npaypatonoin®ei ye aglonioTia o€ acOeveig e Bn-
MaTOdOTN N anIvIdSWTA, APKEI va UNAPXEl EJPUTEUPEVOG NAEKTPO-
KaBeTNpag otov kKOAMO. ZToug acBeveic autouqg €xel Bpebei Ot n
napoucia eneicodiwv KOAMIKWY TaXuappubuIi®v oTa Kataypagika
TWV CUCKEUWV OXETICETAI PE AUENUIEVO KIVOUVO €UPAVIONG KAIVIKAG
KM, ioxaipikwv AEE, kal GAwv BpouBoguBoAikwyv eneicodiwy, Ka-
Bwg kal augnuévn voonpdtnTa kal BvntétnTa.? Mo cUyKeKpPIUéva,
0 BpopBoePBoAIKOG Kivouvog oToug acBeveiq autoug eival duo
€WG TPEIG POPEG PEYAAUTEPOG CUYKPITIKA UE EKEIVOUG XWPIG ENEI-
06010 KOAMIKWV TaXuappubuiwy, woTdoo €ival capwe PIKPOTEPOG
ano Tov avTioTOIXO ACHEVWY E NAEKTPOKAPDIOYPAPIKA TEKUNPIW-
pévn KM. Tia 1o Adyo auTd, n Xxopriynon avTINNKTIKWV GAPUAKWY
Oev eival BERalo 6T eEaoPalilel KAIVIKO OPENOG OTOUG AOBEeVEiQ
autouqg €dv Kaveig cuvunoloyioel Tov aigoppayikd kivduvo and
TNV QVTINNKTIKA aywyn. Ta ve®Tepa and Tou oTOPATOG avTINNKTIKA
XpnolyonolouvTal A0 Kal NEPICCOTEPO OTNV KABNPEPIVA KAIVIKA
NPAkKTIKA®® Kal éxouv anodeIxOei eEicou anoTEAECHATIKA E TOUG
avaoToAeiq Tng Birapivng K, napéxovtag €va BEATIWUEVO NPOGIA
ao@aleiag, kal ye eninAéov, Taxeia €vapg&n kai Angn tng dpdong
Toug.! Kal autd, wotdéco, dev €xouv PENETNOEl 6oov agopd Tnv
anoTeEAECPATIKATNTA Kal AOPAAEId TOUG, OE ACHEVEIG UE OlWwNNPEG
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KAPAIAKEZ APPYOMIEZ

UNEPKOIAIOKEG TAXUAPPUOUIEG KATAYEYPAPMEVEG
and oUoKeUEG Bepaneiag diatapaxwyv Tou kapdia-
KoU puBuou.?

KAIVIKA onpacia kai guxvotnta
EMPAvions eNeIcodiwv
KOAMIKWYV Taxuappubpiwv

Me TOov Opo €neIcddIa KOAMIKWY TAXUAPPUBUIDV
[Atrial High Rate Episodes (AHRE)] avagepdpacTe
o€ €neIcodia pe OIdPKEIa PeyalUTeEPN and neEvTe N
€& \enTd, ouvnOwg o€ acBeveiq pe KAIVIKA adidyvw-
oTn KOAMIKA papuapuyn.? Ta eneicddia autd eival,
ouvNlwg, HIKPNG SIAPKEIAG KAl ACUPNTWUATIKA, KAl
avixveuovTal Katd Tn SIAPKEIQ TOU TAKTIKOU €EAEy-
X0U, o€ aoBeveic e BnuatodoTn i anividwTi.? To
ENAXIOTO XPOVIKO OPIO TV MEVTE N €E1 AENTWV, GO0V
a@opd Tn dIdPKEIa TwV ENEICOdiwV, Xpnaoiyonoinen-
KE OTIG NEPIOCOTEPEG PEAETEG NMPOG augnon Tng dia-
YVWOTIKNG aKPIREIag Kal anoguyn Tng Kataypa®ng
NAEKTPIKWV NapaciTwv.2 MepIKEG POPEG, T ENEICO-
dla auTd, avagEpovTal Kal WG UMOKAIVIKN KOAMIKN
papuapuyn (subclinical atrial fibrillation).2 O1 ouUy-
XPOVEG CUCKEUEG yIa Tn Bgpaneia Twv diIatapaxwyv
TOU KapdiakoU puBuou (BnuatodoTeg, amviowTER)
napéxouv Tn duvaTtdTnNTa PAKPOXPOVIAG KaTaypa-
PNG Kal anobnkeuong kapdiakwv appubuiwy. Ol
TEAEUTAIEG anoOnKeUovTal PJE TNV PHOPPN NAEKTPO-
YPAUMATWV N anAd avapEePETAl N WPA MOU CUVERN-
oav, n dIdPKEIa Kal N cuxvoeTNTA TOUG.

H onpacia Twv acuunTwpaTiKov KOAMIKWY Ta-
Xuappubuiv otnv avugnon Tou KIvOUvVoUu €pQpAavi-
ong 1oxaiikou AEE n cuotnuaTikng epBoAng oei-
xTnke EekdBapa otnv peAétn ASSERT.* Xe authv
peAemBnkav 2580 acBeveig nAikiag = 65 €Twy, pE
apTNPIaKN unéPTacn, XwPEIig NPoNnyouUuEVO I0TOPI-
k6 KM, oTtouqg onoioug eixe epgputeubei npdogpara
Bnuatoddétng n anvidwtg. O1 acBeveiq napako-
AouBnbnkav eni Tpeig UAVEG yia TUXOV €pgdvion
ACUNNTWUATIKWV KOAMIKWV TAOXUAPPUOUI®V (ENEICO-
Ola pe KoAmkn ouxvotnta >190 o@u&eig/AenTd yia
nepicodTeEPO and 6 Aentd) Kal akoAoubwg yia 2,5
xpovIa yIa TNV EUPAVION TOU NPWTEUOVTOS KATAAN-
KTIKOU onpeiou nou ntav ioxaipiké AEE n cuotnua-
TIKA BpouBoEgPPBOAA. ZTn SIAPKEIO TWV TPIWV PNVOV
KATEYPAPNOAV ACUUNTWHATIKEG KOAMIKEG TAXUApP-
puBuieg oe 261/2580 acbeveig (10,1%). O1 unokAI-
VIKEG QUTEG ApPUBUIEG CUOXETIOTNKAV YE AuENPEVO
Kivouvo gpgpdviong kAivikng KM (hazard ratio, 5.56;
95% confidence interval [CI], 3.78-8.17; P<0.001)
Kal 1oxaigikou AEE N cuotnpamikng  €uBOANng
(hazard ration, 2.49;95% ClI, 1.28-4.85;P=0.007).
O1 KaTaypaQeioeg UNEPKOIAIOKESG TAXuappubuieg

eEakoAouBoucav va npoPAENOUV TO NPWTEUOV Ka-
TAANKTIKO ONPEIO KAl PETA TN CUVEKTIUNON AAWV
napayoviwv kivduvou yia AEE (hazard ratio, 2.50;
95% Cl, 1.28-4.89; P=0.008). An6 uia npdéogpara dn-
pooieupévn avdiuon and Toug Van Gelder kai ouv.”
oTov NANBuoud TnG ueAéTng ASSERT, npokuntel 6T
povo Ta eneicddia unokAivikng KM pe didpkeia >24
WPES au&avouv cnuavTikA ToV KivOUVO yia IoXAIPIKO
AEE n cuotnuatikh 6popBogupBoin. Eivar evdiape-
pov gniong, OTI 01 acBEevEig Nou Napouciacav ener-
00601a unokAIVIKng KM e didpkela and 6 Aentd €wg
24 wpeg gixav napouoio BpouBoeuBoAikd Kivouvo
ME Toug acBeveig nou dev napouciacav KM. Qoté-
0o, Ogv €ival OIEUKPIVIOPEVO akOuUNn TO noid eival
€NAKPIBWGS N XPoVIKN JIAPKEIQ TwV EMNEICODIWY NOU
au&advel Tov BpopPoeUBoOAIKO Kivouvo. MNMaiaidTePE]
MEAETEG OXETIKA YE TN JIAPKEIQ TWV €NEICOdiwv KM
N KOAMIKWV TaxuappubBuiwv €0ci&av dIapopEeTIKA
anoteAéoparta. Ztn peAétn MOST, o kivouvog yia
ioxaipikd AEE n 6dvaro au&nbnke katd 2.5 QopEg
OTOUG ACOEVEIC NOU €ixav TOUAAXIOTOV €va €NEICO-
010 KOANIKNG TaxuappuBuiag pe didpkeia >5 Aentd,
evw otn peAétn TRENDS o BpopBoeuBoOAIKOG Kiv-
OUVOG OXETICOVTAV E TO CGUVOAIKO (OPTIO TNG ap-
pubuiag.? Mo ouykekpiuéva, éva goptio KM (AF
burden) >5,5 wpeg oe onoiadnnote anod TIG TEAEU-
Taieg 30 pépeg dinAaciale Tov Kivdouvo yia Bpoupo-
€UBoANkG ocupBduara.? Eival onpavTtikd napdia omi
1000 oTn JeAETn ASSERT, 600 Kal oTIG NaAAIOTEPEG
MEAETEG OEV MAPATNPNONKE XPOVIKN CUGCXETION [E-
TaEU Twv AEE Kal TG gppdviong Twv €nEIcodiwv
KOAMIKNG TaxuappuBuiag. Ze KAnoia AAAN PEAETN
nou cupnepiéAafe 1368 acBeveiq BpEONKe OTI vEQ
€neI0001a KOAMIKOU NTEPUYICHOU A KOAMIKAG papua-
puyng kateypdenoav o 416 and autoug (30%), oe
d1dpkela napakoAouBnong 1,1+/-0.7 €Tn. 1n peAETN
auTh Ta véa eneicodia NTepuyiopou n KM karteypad-
@noav onopadikd, katadeikvuovtag Tnv aduvauia
HMEBGDWV Bpaxuxpdviag NapakoAoudnong Tou Kap-
dlaKoU pubpou, otnv avdadelgn TETOIWV NAPOEUCHI-
K@V appubuiwv.t TENog, napdpola ATav Ta EUPAUA-
Ta KAl and Tn PeEAETN KaTaypa@ng (registry) RATE.®
2Tn JEAETN AUTA cupnePIANPOnoav 5379 acBbeveiq
ME BNuaToddTn N amviowTn Kal napakoAoubndnkav
yia €va PJECO XPoVIKO didotnua duo etwv. O1 acOe-
VEIG PE PEYAANG OIAPKEIAG EMEICODIA NTEPUYICHOU
n KM gugdvicav upnAOTEPO Kivouvo aveniOuuntwy
oupBapdtwv (Elcaywyn oTO VOOOKOMEIO yia KM,
Kapdlakn avendpkela, Kolliakn Taxukapdia, AEE,
napodikd AEE, cuykonn, evOOVOGOKOMEIOKS alpvi-
d10 BdvaTo) and ekeivoug PE PIKPNG JIAPKEIAG ENEI-
o06dia. O1 TeAeuTaiol gixav Tov idI0 KivOUVOo UE TOUG
aoBeveig nou dev euPpaAvicav eneiIcOdIa UNEPKOIAIO-
KWV TaXuappubuiwy.
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KAPAIAKE2. APPYSMIEZ

AVUNNKTIKN aywyn Kai
OpopponpoPUAaEn oe enelcodia
KOAMIKNS Taxuappuduias

MoAovéTl o1 napandvw avaQePOeioeq PENETEG
€xouv avadei&el ye capnveia Tov au§nuévo Bpopupo-
€UPBOAIKO KivOuvo Twv acBevwyv nou napoucidalouv
OlwNNAQ €MEICOdIa KOAMIKWY TAXUAPPUOUIWY, oTa
KATaypaQIK& CUOKEUWV yia Tn Bgepaneia Tou Kap-
OlaKoU puBbuou, dev €xel YEXPI TWpa EekaBapioTei
N KAaTaAANAGTEPN OEPANEUTIKA TOUG AVTIUETWNION.?
Ta vedTtepa and Tou oTOUATOG AVTIMNKTIKA £XOVTAG
O¢€i&el Tnv unepoxn Toug, 6oov apopd Ta AlpoPPa-
VIKG ouuBApaTa,? cUYKPITIKA PE Ta KOUPapIVIKA, 6a
nTav evOedEIYUEVO va a§loAoynBoUv Kal e PEYAAEG
TUXQIOMNOINUEVEG UENETEG OE QCOEVEIQ UE EMEICO-
Ola KOANIKNG TaxuappuBpuiag ol onoiol gu@avi¢ouv
au&nuévo kivouvo yia BpopBoeuBoAikd eneicddia,
caPWG OPWG MIKPOTEPO anod EKEIVO NOU gUPavi¢ouv
Ol aoOEeVEIG YE NAEKTPOKAPDIOYPAPIKA TEKUNPIWUE-
vn KM. Eival Baoiké 3w va ToVIOTEi TO yeyovog OTi
€ival noAU niBavé va pnv opeidovtal OAa Ta IOXAlUI-
KA AEE nou cupBaivouv ce acBeveic Ue KOAMIKEG
Taxuappubuieg n/kal KAIVIKA Tekunpiwpévn KM oe
auTth kaBauTn Tnv appubuia, aAAd o€ AANoOUG KapdI-
AYYEIOKOUG NapdyovTeG nou au&dvouv Tov Kivouvo
TOou aoBevouqg yia AEE? (NX. KAPWTISIKN AYYEIQKN
voo0g). I1d1aitepa, pdhiota, edv AABel Kaveig undyn
TOU TOV PEYAAO aplBud acBevwv nou @eEpouv Bn-
paTodoTn N aniviIdwTN, 0 onoiog au&dvel diIapKwg,
oNUAvTIKOG €ival 0 apIBPoG Twv acOeVWV Nou evOE-
XETAI VA wPeANBoUv and autd Ta pdpuaka, unod Tnv
npoUnéBeon oI Ba anodeIXTouv acPaAn Kal anoTe-
AECUATIKA OTO PEANOV.

Eni Tou napdvtog dUo v €EENIEEI KAIVIKEG ENE-
TEG PIAN0OOEOUV va dwoouv andvrnon 6cov agopd
TO KAIVIKO OQeN0og and Tov avTinnKTikn Bgpaneia
aoBevwv pe eneicddia KOAMIKAG Taxuappubuiag.
Mo ocuykekpiyéva, n yeAétn NOAH-AFNET 6'° 6a
eEetdoel av n avTiNNKTIKN aywyn pe evrogaundvn
o€ acBeveiq Pe eneicodia KOAMIKAG Taxuappubuiag
KATAyEYPAUUEVA and EUPUTEUPEVEG CUCKEUEG Eival
avwTepn otn npéAnywn AEE kal kapdiayyeiakou Oa-
vdaTou and Tn xopAynon acnipivng n Kauiag avtinn-
KTIKAG aywyng. € autn, 6a tuxaionoinBouv 3.400
aoBeveig, pe eneicddia KOAMIKAG Taxuappubuiag
aAAG xwpig Tekunpiwpévn KM, nAikiag 265 eTwv Pe
€vav TouAdxioTov napdyovta Kivouvou yia eKONAw-
on AEE. ‘Exovtag Tov id10 okonod, n KAIVIKA JEAETN
ARTESIA" 6a enixeipnoel va a&loAoyncel av n avTl-
nNKTIKA Ogpaneia pe am&aundvn €vavr Tng xopnyn-
ong aonipivng JEIWVEl Tov Kivouvo ekdnAwong AEE
N CUGTNPATIKAG EPPOANG OE ACOEVEIG IE UNOKAIVIKN
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KM kai napdyovrteg BpouBoguBoNikou Kivouvou.
Mpokeirar yia pia NOAUKEVTPIKA, NPOooNTIKA, OINAAG
TUPAN PENETN nou Ba yivel og 4.000 Tuxaionoinueg-
voug acBeveig pe unokAivikn KM, nou 8a gEpouv
EUPUTEUCIUEG OUOKEUEG, KAl OTOUG onoioug Ba do-
Oei am&apndvn n acmpivn 81 mg/pépa. To y€co di-
doTnua NnapakoAouBnong €xel OpIoTE oTa Tpia XPo-
VIO Kal NPpwTEUOVTA KATAANKTIKG onyueia Tng €ival n
ekdnAwon AEE, cuotnpatikig Opoupogufoing n
napodikou AEE. Ta anoTteAéopata Twv napandvw
MEAETWOV avapévovTal Pe I01aITEPO EVOIAPEPOV, Kal
€ival aiyoupo 611 Ba ennpedoouv, OTO APECO PEA-
Aov, Tn BEPANEUTIKN NMPOCEYYIoN TwV ACOEVWV PE
KOAMIKEG TAXUAPPUBIEG.

H gupwnaikn KapdIoAOYIKN €TAIPEIQ OTIG TEAEU-
Taieg kaTeUBUVTAPIEG 0dnyieg TNG yia Tn diaxeipion
aoBeviv e KM' nporteivel Tov €Neyxo Twv aoBe-
VWV MOU (PEPOUV EUPUTEUPEVOUG BNPATodOTEG N
anvidwTeéG, O€ TAKTIKA BAcn, yia TNV avixveuon
€neIc0diwv KOAMIKNG TaxuappuBuiag. Eni avixveu-
ong TETOIWV ENEICOdIWY, NEPAITEPW NAEKTPOKAPDI-
OYPAPIKN NapakoAoubnon Twv acBevwy anaiteirtal,
npog Tekunpiwon napouciag KM, npiv Tnv évapén
avTinnkTIKAG aywyng (IB).! Eni pn nAektpokapdi-
oypapIka Tekunpiwpévng KM n évap&n n pn avti-
NNKTIKNG aywyNng €EATONIKEUETAI CUPPWVA PE TIG
NPOTIUNGEIG TOU acBevoug kaBwg Kai Tov Bpoufo-
€UBOAIKS Tou Kivduvo.! AvtiBeTa, ol KOVAJIKEG Ka-
TEUOUVTNPIEG 0dNYieg yia Tnv avTiueTwnion NG KM
nPOTEIiVOUV Xoprnynon and ToU CTOUATOG AVTINNKTI-
KNG aywyng o€ acBeveiq e eneicodia UNOKAIVIKNG
KM didpkeiag >24 wpeg, Nou €ite eivar 265 eTwv
eite éxouv CHADS2 >1."2 ‘Ocov apopd acBeveiq pe
MIKPOTEPNG BIAPKEIQG €NEICOdIA, Evapgn AVTINNKTI-
KNG aywyng NpoTeiveTal o€ autoug nou S1aBETouv
UYNAG BpopBoepBoAIKS Kivouvo, Onwg o1 AcOevVeiq
pe npdéoparo kpuntoyeveég AEE (xapnAd eninedo
TEKUNPiwong).”2 MoAaTauTa, OAEG ol eVOEIEEIG AUTEG
O100£TOUV OXETIKA XaUNAS €niNedo TEKUNPIWONG Kal
npénel va EeTadovTal Ye NPOcoXn, PYEXPI, TOUAAXI-
OTOV, TO ANOTEAECUATA TWV MNPWTWV JEAETWV NMou 6a
a&loAoynoouv TNV QvTINNKTIKA aywyn CE ACBOEVEIG
ME eneIo6dIa KOANIKAG Taxuappubpiag.
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Atrial high-rate episodes detected by pacemaker or implantable
cardioverter defibrillator (ICD) devices. Prognostic significance,

treatment?

Emmanuel N. Simantirakis, Panteleimon E. Papakonstantinou

Department of Cardiology, University Hospital of Heraklion, School of Medicine, University of Crete

The definition of atrial high-rate episodes (AHRE) refers to episodes with a duration of >5 or >6 min
detected by pacemaker or implantable cardioverter defibrillator (ICD) devices, and is usually confined to
patients who do not have clinically detected atrial fibrillation (AF). Sometimes, these episodes are also
referred as subclinical atrial fibrillation (SCAF). The thromboembolic risk in these patients is two to three
times greater than those with no AHRE, however, it is clearly less than those with ECG-documented
AF. Therefore, administering anticoagulants is uncertain to provide a clinical benefit to these patients
if one takes into account the bleeding risk from anticoagulation therapy. The importance of AHRE in
increasing the risk of ischemic stroke or systemic embolism has already been demonstrated in several
studies (ASSERT, MOST, TRENDS, RATE). Although most studies have clearly highlighted the increased
thromboembolic risk of patients experiencing SCAF, the appropriate treatment strategy has not yet been
established. Non-vitamin K antagonist oral anticoagulants (NOACs) having shown their superiority in
hemorrhagic events compared to vitamin K antagonist (VKA) oral anticoagulants would be appropriate to
be evaluated with large randomized trials in patients with AHRE. Currently, two ongoing clinical studies
will provide a response to the clinical benefit of anticoagulant treatment of patients with AHRE (NOAH-AF-
NET 6, ARTESIA). The results of these studies are expected to be of particular clinical interest, and will
certainly affect the therapeutic approach of patients with AHRE in the near future.

KEYWORDS: Atrial fibrillation; atrial high-rate episode; subclinical atrial fibrillation; ischemic stroke; anticoagulation
therapy
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